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Dear Friends, 





   Easter, 2011

I arrived home from work today to the news that my cousin passed away from cancer.  Exactly two weeks ago today I attended the funeral of Megan Willey.  All around us it seems that lives are being cut cruelly and painfully short.  While death is a part of life, it sometime seems like death is triumphing over life, not only in taking the lives of those around us but our sorrow and mourning is draining the spirit of life from us. It is at these times in our life that we need to remind ourselves of the message of Easter, to sooth our sorrow and help us to rejoice at the same time that we mourn.
“For God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not die but have eternal life.”  
We hear this passage from John 3:16 so often, but it is at Easter that we re-examine the story behind it – of Christ’s death and resurrection.  Throughout the story told by John, Jesus reassures us that there is life beyond death.  In the days leading up to the crucifixion Jesus addressed Martha, sister of Lazarus: “Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me will live, even though they die; and those who live and believe in me will never die. Do you believe this?’" (John 11:25-26) We are also reminded of the promises to his disciples at the Last Supper before his crucifixion:
“There are many rooms in my Father's house, and I am going to prepare a place for you. I would not tell you this if it were not so.  And after I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to myself, so that you will be where I am.”  (John 14: 2-3) "When I go, you will not be left all alone; I will come back to you. In a little while the world will see me no more, but you will see me; and because I live, you also will live.”  (John 14: 18-19)
This Easter, may we all hear the story and truly feel in our heart and soul the joy and hope in Christ’s resurrection! 
Please plan to attend the Palm Sunday Service with communion, on Sunday April17 at 11:45 am, the Good Friday Service at 12 noon on Friday April 22 and of course the Easter Sunday Service on April 24 at 11:45 am.
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